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the House of 'Aly, so far as they are touched
upon in the "Miracle Play of Hasan and Hoseyn."
JThe later descendants of the afflicted line endured
many injuries from the orthodox Khalifs of both
the " Ommiade " and 'Abbasy dynasties, and at
times showed themselves worthy of their ancestry ;
but their story does not come within the scope of the
play, which confines itself to the original events, with
which nothing in the after history of the " Imams," as
'Aly's successors were called, can compare. The bare
incidents of this first and greatest epoch in the history
of Shi'y misfortune,, set plainly forth without the
embellishment of religious fervour or political parti-
sanship, clo not seem to warrant the immense enthu-
siasm of the Persians. One may indeed fairly admire
the many fine qualities of 'Aly, and deplore the but-
chering of his family j but to go further, and insist
on the marvellous virtues of the whole household,
and the indefeasible divine right of 'Aly and his
descendants to the throne of Islam, is extravagance.
The divine right resolves itself, as we have seen, into
a popular vote ; and even the virtues of the family do
not bear very close inspection. The gentle 'Aly, of
whom Mr. Matthew Arnold has invented a fine ideal,
was certainly gentler than most of his contemporaries,
but it was he who conducted the bloody capture of
Khaybar ; and his domestic qualities are placed in
a singular light by the historians who mention his
twenty-eight wives or their equivalents. His devotion
to the Prophet, his uncompromising rectitude, his
valour, and ids indecision are the prominent charac-